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New Blouses Herald Unusual Move in Style

BY ANNE RITTEYHOUSNE,
HERE is o turn in the tide bf
vlothes this weel, It is an as-
tounding fact that the trade
considers Christmasy week as
the time to end winter and the
New Year as the time to begin

# new type of apparel,

This s very well for commerce,
hut it is perplexing for the woinan.
She realizes that winter has just be-
Eun, ot enly on the valendar, but
in fact. Furs are needed every day,
ingtead  of occasionally. Warm
clothes are essentinl. Hats that re-
siat ithe wind are the oniy comfort-
able ones, Heavy sheoes must re-
place paper  soles  anid ‘ steel
bueckles, To  the mind of woman,
winter has arveived; to the mind of

apparel workeors,
the horizon,

The situation really
perplexing  than it
that the trade must he
senil elothes three
season begins. It cannot wait until
hour. The great machinery
which belongs to the industry of pro-
paring apparel for
et motion the moment
breaks against the
frost will melt.
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It takes monihs to prepare
a battle jn The extremists
Ba, to Paris in November, come back
in Dweeember, and Jaunch sapring and
summer clothes in January., These
are the manufacturers, They work
clogseto the French houses, They use
mpdels In rass, They oblxin a col-
Iar from one a“belt frem another,
an’ advance silhouctte, Then they
are ready for the American trade.

A8 a rule, the houses in France do
more business with the manufactur-
ers’ than with private dressmakers,
and Here Is where the mmile is
justified on the face of the American.

Lo fight
clothes,

The Freneh designers, yvou know,
raise  a hulaballoo abhout cards of

admission to
Nevessity
the

their salons, about the
for royalties on creations,
barring out »of journallsts and
those who do not buy; in shert, they
make it as diMicult as possible to
cnter apy one of their houses, The
peace conference was easier of ad-
mission than the August French ex-
hibitions of clothes. Yet any manu-
facturer who wishes to s¢ll a hun-
dred or more gowns at small cost to
the American public, fNooding the
continent with them at one-ffth the
prive asked in Paris, can go into any
one of  these French dressmaliing
houses und buy what he will. Why
then, the éxclusiveness?

And anether atrange part of the-

game is that a large number of these
manufacturers cli'n (o put out pure-
Iy Americag clothes, whercas they
ure frequently in Paris or in touch
with their commisstoners there.
What is true i& this: The ideas ob-
tained abroad are used separately or
blended hy the manufacturers to
bring about an Ameriean product
sultable for the American woman; neot
only her face and figure, but her ae-

tivities, her methed of living, her
point of view and Ilel Nl‘lul lIDDOI"
tunities. i

Ho it is flila pirt of ‘the trade t.h.u
produces its spring elothes after the
first of the year and staris the world
of apparel moving teward new con-
tours, hats, wraps and sport clethes
al the mement wheu the vlothes pur-
chased in the auvtumn are getting
their first innings.

It i»s not enly that entirety new
Eowns and new ideas for street and
evening «clothes are produced, but
there seema to he a shift in the way
of _dressing. Furs are withdrawn,
éxcept at sales, and blousen are eof-
fered. Thin ceat muits take the place
of hemvy one-plece frocks. Even
these women who are busy trying te
get service out of their warm clothes
cateh the ineg. ation of the heur and
think abeut dress in different termms.
They wender If It jan't pessible to
turn their wardrobe Into new Hnes;
if it isn't probable that a few oid
thinge will serve with the addition
of new ones.

There is a large cluses of wethen In
Ameriea whe wear out thelr ol
clothes in the sutumn and buy thelr
spring apparel tn January, thereby
avolling an actual winter eutflt,
merely adding a tep coat and furs.
These are the women who ale eco-
nomrient of time as well as money and
whe Insist that their plan is the hest,,
It mounds goed, has reasom behind I¢,
and should appecal te a larger ma-
Jority of women than it does.

Et pay be that in the future the
American creed of dreasing will be
based on this suggestion. It s no
more of a revolution than was the
wenerat adodtion bf oif¢ tyvpe un-
derwear for twelve menths of the
yemr. If your memory dees nel go
baele very far, B muy he alded by
your living ancesters, whe will teld
yow that in their day all wemen ven-
sideredd it necessary te change the
weight of their underclothes, alse the

They Point the Wdy to the Revival of a Fashion of 1895, Which W%
[nvented to Shelve the One-Piece Frock—Fine Worlxmanbhlp
and Gorgeous Colors—Short Sleeves and High Collars.
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Lype, twice u year and that the «al
endar was more apt to govern thi
change than the weather,

It was not long ago that eves

woman and child put on tlannels iy
October and freifully endured
sultry Inaian summer days that were

80

eppressive  and  provocative of i1
health when encountered by an over-
Lheated body. At that time ehildren
were put into red flannels the mo-
ment the fArst frost came, if* not
eirlier. When April arrived  this
was repliaced by summer clothing
except in hitter clinwiics, Dayve

might be ¢hill and nights eold, but
the calendar announced suiamer, and
underwenr acknowledged the calen-
dar. The winter clething went inte
the trunks next to mothballz, to he
revived in (wtober,
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This is the schedule on which gen-
erations of Amerieans were hreught
up. It was only in recent vears that
any doctor who greached the erced
of wearing ciothes to suit the day,
and met the seasen, was net regarded
as & fanmtie,. & dangersus experi-
menter. . .

dually, without =tartling revo-
lutian, this whele reutine of dressing
was wiped out frem eur sys=tem of
life. 'There are few of us tewlay who
remember it with viskdness. We look
wpon it as something archaie, and
wonder Iif we were ever submitted
to suweh tyranny by eur meathers. Yet
it in enly the new generatien of ehil-
dren whe have been dressed other-
wite. Few of us secii te realize that
flannels have disappeared. that thin
underwesr is wern twelve menths of
the year, that =ilk steckings cover
the legs in all kinds of weather, that
R0 omne pretende to cever the cheat
by & shirt er a vest Rheneath the
froele that muslin, chiffen and geor-
gette hlouses are weorn when the
thermometer ix at zero,

Have you ever stopped to eeonsider
this drastle change in AmerieaT™ It
ia net prevalent im ether enupntries,
except ameng the whlira-civilized,
moneyed sets. ¢€ver here |t is gen-
eral. It was really an immense rev-
olutien that came so graduakly no
one quite teok in itz impertanee.

We are now qwite aware that
wrapping up the hedy during several
months of the year, regardless of the
thermemeter, is far mere danger-
ous te health than euwr present meth-
od of wever overheating the body
and meeting the eeld with prefective
outer clothes. And even thuse are
getting 1¥€ss and less. They are he-
ginning te he & matter af rashion,
not health.

Dr, Copeland, the divector of healih
im New York, recenthy =staied, in a
signiflcant interview, that all the
dire things prephesied for women
whe wear high-heeled shees, littie
underciothing. silk stoehings and
low shees in winter liave not mate-
vialized; that the death rate, in faect,
has decreased; thal statintics ahaw
that thinly dressed wemen, eriticined
as (hey wove. withsteod the Influsnan
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THE BLOLSE 6N THE LEFT I8 SOMEWHAT OV 'HE ORDER 6F &

SACQIE WITH SHORYT SLEEVES AND HIGH TURN-OVER ¢OLLAR.

EDGES ARE FINISHED WITH NARROW RIUFFLES, THERE % A DLACH

LEATHER BELT AND SMALL GOLD BUTTONS.

THE: FABRM', TAFFETA.

AT RIGHT: BLOLVSE
WeRN SLER A BROW N SILE SKIRT.

'THE ¢COLOR S ORANGE;
OF BRONIE SILN NET
IT IS TRINMED WITR FLOUVNCES

OF FINE (REAM LACE AND TIED ABOUT THE WANNT BITHE A SARROW

BELT OF BRONEE VELYVET RIEBON.
REFLRNY @F THE BERTHA

A SLIGAT EVIDENCE oF THE
EXPECYER.

plague bhetter than men, and that,
elass to class, these whe wear few

elethes muffer less from colds, are
net (ubercular and are net amoug
these who Al the hespitals fer

threat and nese operations.

Alk of this is impertant and Sgnifi-
cant, this buainess of health and
lta Influenee ever fashiens, and if
women have the deetear's permis:ion

und appreval in regard o thin
clothes, they wil} indulge in i(hem
ere (han ewer.

% ;@ L4
The dressmakers need not  fear
Wemen will alwvuys purchas: .-

ment as long as they have the money

for . The guestion s to whother
it ia thick or thin is of ne imper-
fance. Although wemen are begin.

Bing to dress in mueh the same man-
ney all the yezr areund, sxeepl in
the wery hot manihe, they do not re-
duce their purchuases, The resson fue
womeir buying clothes is net weces-
sity; it tm the demand feor vhamge.
Monetony has aent many peopic o
the asylune. That is proved by sin-
theties; it I» not & mere theert, The
wenien whe hase (he land menwieny
im theb tves sre aptl to be (he leent

THE DEEP PLEATED ¢OLLAR IS
VHMHE IS

miy women, M they beleng to that
cluses (hat wear out most of Lheir
c¢lothes In the mutumn amd gel new
oliens in Janunary te lust threugh the
spring they have the werld of ap-
parel ut their deors,

In January thie talloved suits are
offered, straw hats are here to go
with thep. soft, transparent blouses
kre plentiful, low sheoes are as much
*xought after as high ones, especiatly
ne the revived round shape is gatp-
ing hesdv ay every menth.

Lat usn hopea thit seon the medievel

vamp with its leng, estended peoint
wilth have disappeared from the face

of the emavth., Jt was the ungliest
sheoe that Ameriea has ever spenser-
ed. 1t was all vers well te take up

the ancient (unies, but nhy any ene
ghoukd copy the footwear of Hichard
the Secend in hesond explenatien,
It im a wonder (het extreme women
didl mot furn up the points of their
vamps and cuieh them bar to the
knees T the regulatien manuer of
gallants of the iaiddle agen in Eng-
land.

Whenever the aeazon breaks, when-
evel there in a suggeslion of rpring
clotlen ovar ibe Pavizon there remen

.

a demadid far new hlouses aml a sup-

ply of dhewy at the shops,  These
aves eacitied, through thely , originals
itys to persuade the publie inte buy-
ing them,

Buch blouses have appeared this
month, They are intended lor sop-
arate skirts as well as coal suits,
for the economical idea of using o
separnte skirt ks abroad in the land;
in truth, it is strongly entrenched,

Fay back In 1885 there was a wide-
spread fashion to wear separate
skirts with ornamental blouses and
the costume wuse considered =ufi-
viently formal ,or the gavest of af-
ternoan affaire aml even for =mall
dinners and the theater, Yet so sub-
iy does each generation change jts
crecd of clothes that the costume of
taday which is made up of the sep-
arate shkirt and the hlouse has not
the remotest Kinship to the costume
of 1K%5.

A deseription one sedims
the other, but it ix mislead:ing. The
costume of ‘85 was made up rom
a Jong skirt with a tialn effect at
the back. the material crepe de ehine,
=itin gurvildl crepon; the blouse
Was ol taffeta, of embroidercd tulle
or spangled vet, This Sen-
cration that sponsared mall
walat the curved _hips, o the
ornantental bodice was bhoned to a
deep point front and back.

Todiy this costume consists of @
short =kivt, cut from £z to twelve
inches from the floor, of tweed,
serge, satin ov homespun. and a
blouse that is dropped over o soft
filk lining that does not touch

to fit

or

wits the
Lhie

and

miede

ching

the 'figure after it leaves the shoule
deft’ amd {s tied” around the 'hips,
usunlly with a sas=h.

The contour of '85 was stiff and
rarmal, “yet, aecording to matural
laws, as far as the eurves of the
figure weve concerncd, the contour
of today Is as supple as that of a

yYoung Indian,
ed out, the
of rigidity

all the curves smooths
straight lines deprived

K k%

fixed in minds
new blouse which i= offered
up the wardroebe hetween
and spring is not & stniple gar-
ment, vie  that can go (o the
tub or be worn with any kind of
coat or s=kirt. On the contrary, it
is a puarment de luxe. It is intended
to be the most ornamental part of
the costume. It is so expensive Lhat
no woman would spend much
meney on a garment that wias neg-
ligible,

The bulk of the money for the cos-
tume is put in the blouse, and the
skirt het/;ume.q the insignificant
vheice. VYou must adinit that this is
a rever=al of our peint of view ta-
ward dress. It is really medieval to
think ef the tuniec as the foundation
tor glory and the lower garment as
sonething te keep the legs warm,
The men of several centuries before
the directoire period wheo brought in
the ine¢reyables, the unbelicvables,
with their long trousers caught un-
der the instep, theught more of the
tunic, the blouse, the jerkin tham
Any other part of the costume, 850 the
great embroiderers of Franee, Eng-
land and Italy exhausted (heiy skill
on the handiwork that went to make
this top garment a thing of bheauty.

Ne, sueh handiwork exists today,
although we have reached a degree
of skill that; the people of len ycurs,
4g9 thought impossible. It is mar-
xelous how well we do it when it is
done so qulckly, for speed is the key-
note of modern labor,

It s a temptation to depar: from
the subject of blouses aml tell rame-
thing »f this rejuvenation of exqui-
site handwork, for it is a remark-
able development In American artiss
wy; but the blouses shat we may
choose this meonth sre a hit more
serviceabla than the gorgeous af-
faivas that the handworkers are try-
ing to develop. Therelore, thiey are
worthy eof a detailed deseviption,
Thejr glorious sistera ean go 'or an-
other day,

et it well
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,One of these new bouses, for in-
stanee, s of pink dovetyn, eorna-
mented with gray angera. That

must give you an instant impreasion
of the novelty ef this new upper
Earment. There ia nothing eom-
morplice about such 4 coler or mus-
terial, and if It is tuken as & straw
that shows the wind we are in for
n gale of neveltles that will upset
al} fraditien abeout Blouses. i a
sport bleuse, this garient.

It

the especially charming evenlng wrap
s mase of ruby velvei and trimmed
with priceleas suble.

A blark velvel opera gowa is draped
with beautiful black hwee and has & train
cdged with monkey fur.

Blouse sleeves ;I'_Q-:I'Mﬂlll'_\r of elhow
length, but they vary frem extreme
sheriness o great lenmih.

e of the _Ia'tml medels of fhe BHp =
on sweater elingns 1o the figure «i the
top and Aares at the betfem.

Parrot green is the enler of the o=

ment.

Patiste designing seenre (o he fxest Im
faver.




